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Year 5, Autumn: Victorians History 

What should I already know? Historical Enquiry  
 Periods of history which have come before the 

Victorian era.  
 Where I can find primary and secondary sources 

of information.  
 How to think like a historian.  
 Some local historical knowledge.  

 Understand chronology whilst securing knowledge of British, local and world history. 

 Evaluate connections, contrasts and trends over time. 

 Apply appropriate historical terms. 

 Create questions about change, similarities and differences and their importance.  

 Create informed responses that involve organisation of relevant historical information. 

 Analyse and understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of sources. 

What will I know by the end of the unit? Vocabulary 
 Understand when the Victorian period 

was and how it fits in with world history.  
 Remember changes that occurred 

throughout this era.  
 Evaluate the rise of the British Empire. 
 Analyse children’s experiences, 

contrasting rich and poor.  
 Understand how the Education Acts 

changed the way in which education was 
delivered and became available to all.  

 Understand punishments given to 
children when they were in trouble at 
school. 

 Understand what and how children were 
taught in schools.  

 Evaluate the gender divide that was 
prevalent during this period.  

 Analyse the industries that Victorians 
worked in and their working conditions.  

 Understand inventions that were made 
during this period and reflect on those 
that we still use today.  

 Apply knowledge of my life and my 
experiences to those of a Victorian child.  

 

discoveries Acts of finding out or learning of, for the first time 

education A process of gaining knowledge and understanding through learning. 

Empire A group of countries controlled by one country.  

Industrial Revolution 
A period where machines began to be used more in factories and more goods were produced as a 
result.  

industry The work and processes involved in manufacturing things in factories.  

invention The act of making something new that hasn’t been done before.  

monarchy A system in which a king or queen reigns in a country.  

poverty The state of being very poor. 

punishment Something unpleasant done to someone because they have done something wrong.  

Queen Female monarch or woman married to a King.  

reign When a king or queen reigns he/she rules a country.  

rich Someone who’s rich has lots of money or possessions. 

slum Poor run down area of a city.  

Sovereign One possessing supreme political power 

trade The activity of buying, selling or exchanging goods or services.  

Victorian Era The period between 1836 and 1901 when Victoria was the Queen. 

workhouse A building for which very poor people were sent and made to work in return for food and shelter. 
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