
  

 

St Paul’s CofE VC Junior School Newsletter 

Newsletter Date 18th September 2020 

Welcome Back! 

Dear Parents Welcome back! I hope for those of you whose children have been off since March, the last couple 

of weeks have been a welcome return to ‘normality’ and your child has come home happy and safe.  

Last week, was quite an emotional week, seeing so many familiar and excited faces all at once and your children 

have been a true credit to yourselves and the school. I try to cast my mind back to the time we were all home 

educating our children and the challenges many of us faced, and yet, when they come back into class it does 

not take long at all for them to start showing us how much they have progressed. And yet, it has not been all 

plain sailing this week.  

There’s no doubt that getting 25+ children to wash and sanitize their hands six times a day with minimal fuss 

takes a little thought, not to mention helping them to sit down for longer and keep concentrating, but they are 

coping really well.  

Some teachers have reported that a few children are finding returning to class and shared playgrounds a rather 

noisy place to be, not unsurprising after so long away, but hopefully the segregated lunch and play space is 

some kind of half step towards how things were. And then of course there’s the toilets and trying to train their 

bladders to wait until break or lunch! Patience and time will hopefully solve this!  

 

Government Changes 

Important announcement following the Government’s changes to gathering of groups. As I am sure you have 

heard, the new law banning gatherings of 6 or more people from different households does not apply to schools 

and we are not planning any changes to the routines we currently have in place. However, common sense 

would suggest it is a timely reminder about the need for social distancing and the use of face coverings in large 

groups which so far seems to have worked well - Thank you.  

 

STAFF NEWS I would like to welcome some new members of staff to our team. Welcome to Sarah Gainey, 

Christine Clark and Charlene Peters, all of whom are experienced Teaching Assistants, and will either be working 

in classes or with a variety of children in year bubbles. Following the retirement of Mrs. Newton and Mrs. Bailey 

moving on, we are pleased that at short notice we appointed Beth White, who joins the office staff temporarily 

before she moves onto University to study to become a teacher. All of our new appointments bring a range of 

experience and skills with them and will continue to complement our existing skills and strengths.  We have 

also allocated some funds for some further TA appointments – please see the school’s website for details. We 

are also looking for a FT office administrator to join Mrs Robert’s team.  

 

How will the St Paul’s curriculum support catch-up learning this year? Before starting to answer this, 

it is important to revert to our St Paul’s vision and our commitment to ensure we offer a broad curriculum i.e. 

to teach all the subjects, giving children experiences and opportunities beyond English and Maths. We believe 

this is an essential part of our education and something we must not lose sight of this year. The other 

consideration is that for some, an academic catch-up curriculum is not needed as they engaged really well with 

the home learning and had lots of home support. Any solution must therefore ensure we do not slow their 

progress. However, there are challenges ahead and children who do need additional support. We do not want 

to race ahead and leave children with gaps in learning and we must ensure we focus our teaching on the key 

objectives. Over the months, we will share with you some of our ideas, plans and challenges in implementing 

a ‘catch-up curriculum’ so that you have confidence in the decisions we are making and the support your child 

will receive. We will also be asking you for more regular feedback so we can gauge how well it is being received 

and work with you on this. Staff will shortly be sharing with you their Curriculum Evening PowerPoints 

through the school’s YouTube channel to keep you informed on the topics your child is covering and other 

information relevant to that year group – details to follow shortly.  

 

HOUSE KEEPING Please ensure that all items are clearly labelled including, coats, uniform, 

shoes, trainers, water bottles, lunch boxes etc… 

 
CLUBS AND EXTRA ENRICHMENT A huge thank you to all the staff who run after-school clubs 

and Mrs. Roberts and her team to help behind the scenes with the administration. Parentmail has been a huge 

success and we feel this system has enabled the smooth start to the clubs.  We are hoping to increase the 

number of clubs and offer our normal level of clubs in the future. Where clubs and enrichment activities become 

full we will operate a waiting list. If your child does select an after-school club these will finish at 4.00 pm 

unless otherwise stated. Clubs will be run by staff and volunteers, so prompt collection will be expected out of 



courtesy. If you have an unforeseeable reason, for example, you get stuck in traffic, we will of course 

understand, but we are also conscious that a very small minority of parents have taken advantage in the past 

and turned up late on numerous occasions without any reason. As each club has written a detailed Risk 

Assessment, we need to ensure the children are collected promptly to ensure social distancing. Please use the 

Top gate and the One-Way system and collect from the Main Playground by the parent shelter, thank you.  

 

SAFEGUARDING If your child is unwell for school, please contact school as early as possible in 

the school day to inform us. We need to know where every child is and that they are safe. We 

are a safeguarding school and have a duty to pass on any concerns to Children’s Services.  

Many children will have received new electronic devices that can access the internet. We would like to remind 

you that, Mr Fingleton has produced a comprehensive E-Safety Web page aimed to keep parent/carers informed 

of what is available to all children if they have this access. Other useful hints to keep children safe online is 

available from the school’s website and can be found under ‘Children then E-Safety’.  

http://www.stpaulsjuniorsomerset.org.uk/Children/E-Safety/  

 

Quick Help Parents Guide –  

What to do if I think my child has symptoms of coronavirus? 

1. Don’t send them into school! Call NHS 119 and discuss their symptoms with them. 

2. The three symptoms are: a. High temperature or fever b. New continuous and persistent cough   

c. Loss of taste or smell 

3. The quickest way to get your child tested is by calling 119 and they may direct you to either a testing 

centre or a home kit. Appointments for testing centres are released at 8.00pm so it is worth calling shortly 

after for an appointment the next day. Deliveries for home kits are finalised at 8.00am daily so try to call 

before then. 

4. Siblings and direct family should also stay at home as they are likely 

to have had ‘close contact’. 

5. Notify the school if you are taking a test and when you get the 

results. 

6. At this point, we can help talk you through the next steps. 

7. If there are exceptional reasons why you are unable to seek a test, 

the school has test kits available to provide families. 

 

Meeting between teachers and parents  

Some parents have asked me about meeting with teachers, this can 

happen after school when the children have left. My first request though 

is to contact the teacher through class dojo. Once you have contacted 

them it will be possible to suggest a time to meet with your child’s class 

teacher. We do normally have a Parents’ Evening later in the half term 

and we do have some ideas on how we could do this. We will let you know 

in future newsletters about the direction the schools will take on this.  

 

ABSENCES  

If your child is absent from school, please notify the office (01749 

343250) by 9:00 am (on each day of absence) to confirm the reason for 

the absence. Absences not notified will be recorded as unauthorized.  

 

Data Checking Sheets 

Our annual data collection/update is underway.  Please ensure you return your child’s data checking sheet to 

ensure we have up-to-date contact details for your child. 

 

Parking Reminder  

Please see dojo message about the use of the Mendip Council’s carpark for 

drop off (8:30-9:00am) and pick up (2:45-3:15pm) only. 

 

For the time being, I will be completing a weekly newsletter as there seem 

to be lots of changes and updates. Hopefully we will get back to a 

more fun format and share some of the successes in school 

shortly. Enjoy your weekend and see you all again next week. 

 

Stay safe  

Chris Partridge 

 

Wednesday, 7th October – Harvest 

Festival (Church 9.15 a.m.) (tbc) 

 

Friday 9th October – Interim 

Reports to Parents 

 

Tuesday, 13th October – Year 3 

Egyptian Day (Change of date) 

 

Thursday, 15th October – Parents’ 

Consultation – details to follow 

 

Tuesday, 20th October – Parents’ 

Consultation -details to follow 

 

Friday, 23rd October – Break up 

for Half Term 

  

Autumn Half Term  

26th October – 30th October 

 

Contact Us 01749 343250 

www.stpaulsjuniorsomerset.org.uk 

stpauls@educ.somerset.gov.uk 

@StpaulsJS 

Or message the class teacher 
directly using Class Dojo 

@StpaulsJS 

 

http://www.stpaulsjuniorsomerset.org.uk/Children/E-Safety/
http://www.stpaulsjuniorsomerset.org.uk/
https://twitter.com/stpaulsjs
https://twitter.com/stpaulsjs

